At this point, separation of families, particularly the separation of parents and children, has become the default Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) policy. Arizona’s Florence Project had identified instances of deliberate familial separation by October 2017. The pace has undoubtedly picked up since then. Kirstjen Nielsen, Secretary of Homeland Security, has gone on record saying that Homeland Security, which oversees ICE, hopes that these familial separations will discourage parents from seeking refuge in the U.S. Under a 1997 lawsuit settlement, the U.S. government is required to hold immigrant children in the “least restrictive setting” available, but the Trump administration has called for an end to this settlement.
INFORM those responsible for Homeland Security that this practice is not only reprehensible, but un-American. 
• Kirstjen M. Nielsen, Secretary of Homeland Security, 245 Murray Lane SW, Washington DC 20528-0075, (202) 282-8494
• Senator Ron Johnson (R-WI), Chair, Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, 340 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-5323
• Senator Claire McCaskill (D-MO), Ranking Member, Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, 340 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-6154
INSTRUCT our congressional representatives to keep a close eye on the use of family separation as a deliberate ICE tactic and to speak out against it whenever possible
• Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 331 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3841
• Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA), 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3553
• Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), 228 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2861


El Salvador’s total ban on abortion has led to the prosecution and imprisonment, not just of women attaining abortion, but also of women whose miscarriages or stillbirths are deemed suspect. The ban on abortion applies to cases of rape and to cases where the mother’s life is in danger.
DECRY this inhumane policy and demand reproductive access protecting the physical and mental health of mothers
• Ambassador Claudia Yvette Canjura de Centeno, 1400 16th St. NW, Suite 100, Washington DC 20036, (202) 595-7500


Title X is the only federal program that provides grant money to state and local health departments and nonprofits to support comprehensive family planning and related preventative health services. In a recent grant announcement, the Trump administration indicated it would favor programs that prioritized abstinence education and “natural” contraception (aka the “rhythm” method, aka “You’re having a baby!). Four million people use Title X-funded services each year, and nearly 70% of them are women. In April 2017, the Donald Trump signed a bill allowing states to exclude family planning organizations that provide abortion services from receiving Title X funds—this despite the fact that federal already prohibits the use of Title X funds for abortion, except in cases of rape, incest, or threat to the mother’s life. The administration’s 2019 budget proposal calls for making any organization engaged in providing abortion services from participating in any programs supported by Title X, Health and Human Services, and Medicaid.
CONFIRM the need for real contraceptive and family planning methods and the value of supporting them with federal funds—including family planning and contraceptive services offered by organizations that also provide abortion services
• Donald Trump, the White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington DC 20500, (202) 456-1111
• Alex Azar, Secretary of Health and Human Services, 200 Independence Ave. SW, Washington DC 20201, (877) 696-6775
• Senator Lamar Alexander (R-TN), Chair, Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 428 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 225-4944
• Senator Patty Murray (D-WA), Ranking Member, Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 428 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 225-4944
• Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), Chair, Senate Subcommittee on Children and Families, 428 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 225-4944
• Senator Robert P. Casey (R-PA), Ranking Member, Senate Subcommittee on Children and Families, 428 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 225-4944
ASK our congress people to keep an eye on these issues, especially in the budgeting process, since they’ve been underreported so far
• Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 331 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3841
• Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA), 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3553
• Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), 228 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2861


In Early March, Vladimir Putin announced his country’s new, unlimited-range warheads by means of a “concept video” showing these weapons raining down on Florida. Trump, nonetheless continues to trust Putin and Russia. 
QUESTION the sanity of US policy that continues to downplay the Russian threat, whether in terms of elections or armed conflict
• Donald Trump, the White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Washington DC 20500, (202) 456-1111
• Jim Mattis, Secretary of Defense, 1000 Defense Pentagon, Washington DC 20301-1000, (703) 571-3343
• Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Chair, Senate Armed Services Committee, Russell Senate Building, Room 228, Washington DC 20510-6050, (202) 224-2235
• Senator Jack Reed (D-RI), Ranking Member, Senate Armed Services Committee, Russel Senate Building, Room 228, Washington DC 20510-6050, (202) 224-4642


In 2017, the U.S. Department of Education Civil Rights Division received a 25% increase in complaints about racial harassment in schools, with 675 complaints received.
ASK what measures are being taken to address this upsurge of bigotry in our schools
• Betsy DeVos, Secretary of Education, 400 Maryland Ave. SW, Washington DC 20202, (800) 872-5327
• Candice Jackson, Acting Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, LBJ Dept. of Ed. Building, 400 Maryland Ave. SW, Washington DC 20202, (800) 421-3481


The military parade Donald Trump has called for would cost an estimated $30 million. S.2408 and H.R.4980 would prohibit the expenditure of funds for this purpose.
TELL our Congressional representatives that we want them to support S.2408 (in the Senate) and H.R.4980 (in the House)
• Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 331 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3841
• Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA), 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3553
• Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), 228 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2861


As the appropriations process continues, repeated attempts are being made to tack a repeal of the Johnson Amendment to spending bills. The Johnson Amendment requires that 501c(3)tax-exempt organizations, including churches, not endorse or campaign on behalf of specific political candidates.
INSIST that our members of Congress vote against all spending bills that include language repealing the Johnson Amendment
• Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 331 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3841
• Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA), 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3553
• Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), 228 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2861


In early March, the California Assembly voted on AB.1419, which provides civil penalties for pesticide violations. Mark Stone, the Santa Cruz Assemblymember, voted in support of this legislation. Anna Caballero, the Watsonville-Salinas Assemblymember did not vote on the issue
THANKS from Santa Cruzans for protecting the health of agricultural workers to
• Assemblymember Mark Stone, 701 Ocean St., #318b, Santa Cruz, CA 95060, (831) 425-1503
OBJECTIONS from Watsonvillians-Salinans for the failure to take any action when the health of agricultural workers was at stake
• Assemblymember Anna Caballero, 275 Main St., Suite 400, Watsonville, CA 95076, (813) 768-3035


We know that plastic straws are a huge source of plastic wastes and a significant threat to sea life.
URGE a switch from plastic straw to paper or other biodegradable straws by industry leaders
• David A. Burwick, CEO, Peet’s Coffee, 1400 Park Ave., Emeryville, CA 94608, (510) 594-2100
• Howard Schultz, Chairman and CEO, Starbucks, 2401 Utah Ave. South, Seattle, WA 98134, (206) 447-1575


Because it never gets old…
DEMAND “show us your taxes!”
• Donald Trump, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC, 20500, (202) 456-1111


At least 20,000 immigrants who applied for DACA status before Trump’s September announcement that he would be ending the program have still not received a response to their applications. The number may be as high as 25,000. Court ruling have required that DACA applications continue being accepted and processed, but the administration is dragging its feet.
DEMAND efficient processing of DACA applications
• Donald Trump, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC, 20500, (202) 456-1111
• L. Francis Cissna, Director, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, 20 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington DC 20529, (800) 375-5283
• Tracy Renaud, Acting Deputy Director, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, 20 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington DC 20529, (800) 375-5283


H.R.1818, the Big Cat Public Safety Act, would end private ownership of dangerous wild cats, protecting both citizens and felines.
TELL our Representative you’d like him to support this legislation and SUGGEST he sign on as a co-sponsor
• Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), 228 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2861


Honduran environmental rights activist Berta Cáceres was assassinated in 2016. Three of the eight individuals accused of her assassination are affiliated with the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation (WHISC—formerly known as the School of the Americas), a U.S.-run operation that provides military training for “friendly” Central and South American countries. Given the current level of violence and repression in Honduras, suspending U.S. security aid to the country is imperative. H.R.1299, the Berta Cáceres Human Rights in Honduras Act, would do just that. Our own Jimmy Panetta is one of the co-sponsors. H.R.1299 is currently before the House Foreign Affairs and Financial Services Committees.
• THANKS for co-sponsorship to
• Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), 228 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2861
REQUESTS for expedited movement of H.R.1299 through committee and onto the House floor to
• Representative Ed Royce (R-CA), Chair, House Foreign Affairs Committee, 2170 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-4111
• Representative Eliot Engel (D-NY), Ranking Member, House Foreign Affairs Committee, 2170 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2464
• Representative Jeb Hensarling (R-TX), Chair, House Financial Service Committee, 2129 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-3484
• Maxine Waters (D-CA), Ranking Member, Chair, House Financial Service Committee, 2129 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2201


In late February, Trump ordered the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to begin dismantling the Waters of the United States Rule, established during the Obama administration and which protects waterways and wetlands by placing them under the jurisdiction of federal regulators. While developers and big business have fought this rule, it has led to cleaner waterways and healthier habitats for threatened species of wildlife. 
EXPLAIN that you want to see the Waters of the United States Rule continued because clean water and the wildlife it supports are among our nation’s most precious resources
• Donald Trump, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC, 20500, (202) 456-1111
• Scott Pruitt, Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC 20460, (202) 564-4700
• Senator John Barrasso (R-KY), Chair, Environment and Public Works, 410 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-6441
• Senator Thomas R. Carper (D-DE), Ranking Member, Environment and Public Works, 456 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-2441
• Senator John Boozman (R-AZ), Chair, Environment and Public Works Fisheries, Water, and Wildlife Subcommittee, 410 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-4843
• Senator Tammy Duckworth (D-IL), Ranking Member, Environment and Public Works Fisheries, Water, and Wildlife Subcommittee, 456 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-2854


Coca-Cola and Nestlé are in negotiations with the government of Brazil to take ownership of the world’s second largest aquifer, the Guarani Aquifer in Brazil. Activists and community groups are fighting this privatization out of fears of lack of accountability and profit-driven decision making that will not protect the aquifer’s long-term health.
INFORM these multinationals that you object to their potential ownership of the Guarani Aquifer and that, for the sake of the environment and the people in the region, you expect them to put the long-term health of the Aquifer before short-term profits
• James Quincey, President and CEO, Coca-Cola Company, PO Box 1734, Atlanta, GA 30301, (800) 438-2653
• Muhtar Kent, Chairman of the Board, Coca-Cola Company, PO Box 1734, Atlanta, GA 30301, (800) 438-2653
• Mark Schneider, CEO, Nestlé Global, Avenue Nestlé 55, 1800 Vevey, Switzerland, +41 21 924 2200
• Paul Buckle, Chairman of the Board, Nestlé, Avenue Nestlé 55, 1800 Vevey, Switzerland, +41 21 924 2200


In early March, Donald Trump praised Chinese President Xi Jinping, “He’s now President for life…. I think it’s great. Maybe we’ll have to give that a shot someday.”
QUERIES of “are you insane?,” “do you even understand what a democracy is?,” and “have you any idea of what the Constitution says?” to
• Donald Trump, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC, 20500, (202) 456-1111


Director Ava DuVernay made sure her now film, A Wrinkle in Time, had its first public screening in her hometown, Compton, CA. Compton doesn’t have a movie theatre, so a community center was temporarily converted into a theater for the screening.
THANKS for bringing it home to
• Ava DuVernay, c/o Creative Artists Agency, 2000 Avenue of the Stars, Los Angeles, CA 90067, (424) 288-2000


In early March, the PBS News Hour reported on investigations it had done regarding sexual harassment and assault of female Forest Service firefighters working in remote areas. 34 women told their stories of rape, harassment, and gender discrimination—which was followed by retaliation after they reported the abuse. The retaliation took many forms, including withholding training, denying or stripping of duties, demotion. At least one of the reported harassers chose to retire, which under federal regulations prevented him from being removed.
DEMAND to know what action is being taken to investigate these incidents and to enact legislation that will prevent them in the future
• Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), Chair, Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, 304 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, Committee phone (202) 224-4971
• Senator Maria Cantwell, Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, 304 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, Committee phone (202) 224-4971
• Senator Mike Lee (R-UT), Chair, Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests and Mining, Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, 304 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, Committee phone (202) 224-4971
• Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR), Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining, Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, 304 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, Committee phone (202) 224-4971


S.1072, the Homeless Veterans Prevention Act, and H.R.104, the Helping Homeless Veterans Act, provide addition support for veterans facing homelessness. Among these would be reintegration programs, counselling services, housing and financial assistance for homeless veterans and their families, care for dependents who are under the care of veterans receiving services and legal support for veterans who are homeless or who face homelessness. The specifics of the legislation are slightly different in the two houses of Congress, and the Senate legislation also requires a General Accounting Office summary of assistance to homeless veterans and annual reports on any services for homeless veterans that are eliminated. In the Senate S.1072 is currently with the Veterans’ Affairs Committee. H.R.104 is currently with the House Veterans’ Affairs Committees.
ASK for support of S.1072 and expedited movement through committee to the Senate floor from
• Senator Johnny Isakson (R-GA), Chair, Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 412 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, Majority staff (202) 224-9126
• Senator John Tester (D-MT), Ranking Member, Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 412 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, Minority staff (202) 224-2074
ASK for support of H.R.104 and expedited movement through the committee to the Senate floor from
• Representative Phil Roe (R-TN), Chair, House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, 335 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-3527
• Representative Gus Bilirakis (R-FL), Vice Chair, House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, 335 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-3527
• Representative Tim Walz (D-MN), Ranking Member, House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, 335 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-3527


The Trump administration has proposed a 30% cut to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), cuts that would total $213 billion over the next ten years, would cut benefits for four million people, and would reduce benefits for many others.
REMIND our representatives that no American should go to bed hungry and URGE them to fight these cuts
• Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 331 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3841
• Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA), 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3553
• Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), 228 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2861


S.2261, the Secure Elections Act, and H.R.5011, the Election Security Act, are companion pieces of legislation that would put in place defenses against cybersecurity threats to U.S. elections. S.2261 is currently before the Senate Rules and Administration Committee. H.R.5011 is currently before four House committees—Administration, Intelligence, Judiciary, and Foreign Affairs—as well as the House Homeland Security Committee’s Cyber Security, Infrastructure Protection, and Security Technologies Subcommittee.
URGE swift movement of S.2261 through committee from
• Senator Richard Shelby (R-AL), Chair, Senate Rules and Administration Committee, 304 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-5744
• Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), Ranking Member, Senate Rules and Administration Committee, 302 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3244
• Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Member, Senate Rules and Administration Committee, 331 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3841
THANKS for co-sponsoring S.2261 to our own
• Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA), 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3553
URGE swift movement of H.R.5011 through committees from
• Representative Robert Brady (D-PA), Ranking Member, House Administration Committee, 1309 Longworth House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-8281
• Representative Adam Schiff (D-CA), Ranking Member, House Intelligence Committee, Capitol Visitor Center HVC-304, US Capitol Building, Washington DC 20515-6415, (202) 225-7690
• Representative Jerry Nadler (D-NY), Ranking Member, House Judiciary Committee, 2138 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-3951
• Representative Eliot Engel (D-NY), Ranking Member, House Foreign Affairs Committee, 2170 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2464
• Cedric L. Richmond (D-LA), Ranking Member, House Homeland Security Committee, Subcommittee on Cyber Security, Infrastructure Protection, and Security Technologies, 420 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, Committee phone (202) 226-8417


Donald Trump’s nominee for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Administrator for Land and Emergency Management is a chemical industry insider, Peter C. Wright. Wright has worked as a corporate lawyer with Dow Chemical since 1999. In this position, Wright would be responsible for responding to national emergencies, such as oil spills and unauthorized releases of chemicals and radioactive materials. He would also oversee the Superfund Hazardous Waste Cleanup Program. At Dow, Wright advised the corporation on Superfund cleanups (Dow and DuPont alone are responsible for the creation of more than 100 of the toxic sites currently undergoing or slated for cleanups. Dow made a $1 million donation to Trump’s inaugural committee. This position requires Senate confirmation.
EXPRESS your disgust at this ethically inappropriate nomination and URGE our Senators to oppose it
• Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA), 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3553
• Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), 228 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2861


As Rogan’s List points out, Donald Trump seems determined to start a trade war by unilaterally raising tariffs on imports and withdrawing from existing trade agreements.
INSIST that the responsible (and less insane) members of his administration fight this dangerous caprice
• James Mattis, Secretary of Defense, 1000 Defense Pentagon, Washington DC 20301-1000, (703) 571-3343
• Rex Tillerson, Secretary of State, U.S. Department of State, 2201 C St. NW, Washington DC 20301-1400, (703) 571-3343
• General John Kelly, Chief of Staff, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC 20500, no phone number located


Above: 3.9.2018


As the L.A. Times puts it, “With every passing day, it becomes clearer who’s reaping the benefit of the huge tax cut handed over to American corporations by the Republican-dominated Congress in December.” Case in point: Pfizer. While directing tax savings to investors, the company has announced that it is ending research on Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s diseases. And with the end to the research, Three-hundred or so jobs will be “lost.” As the tax bill was being passed, Pfizer announced a $10 billion share buyback. Note that the company’s entire annual research budget averaged $8 billion a year from 2014 to 2016. Alzheimer’s affects some 5.5 million Americans; Parkinson’s affects another one million.
POINT OUT that Pfizer’s tax breaks are coming out of ordinary Americans’ pockets at the same time that the company is ending research into two conditions that affect millions
• Ian C. Read, Chairman of the Board and CEO, Pfizer Inc., 235 E. 42nd St., New York, New York 10017, (212) 733-2323
• Albert Bourla, DVM, PhD, Chief Operating Officer, Pfizer Inc., 235 E. 42nd St., New York, New York 10017, (212) 733-2323
• Alex Azar, Secretary of Health and Human Services, 200 Independence Ave. SW, Washington DC 20201, (877) 696-6775
• Senator Lamar Alexander (R-TN), Chair, Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 428 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 225-4944
• Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate Majority Leader, 317 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202).224- 2541
• Representative Paul Ryan (R-WI), Speaker of the House, 1233 Longworth House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-3031


The State Department has a budget of $120 million for combatting foreign interference in American Elections. How much has it spent on this? Nothing. Zero dollars. At the State Department’s Global Engagement Center, which has responsibility for countering Russian disinformation campaigns, how many of the twenty-three analysts speak Russian? None. Zero. Also, a State Department hiring freeze prevents hiring any new analysts who might actually speak Russian.
DECRY this insanity and DEMAND that the State Department use the $120 in a vigorous attempt to defend U.S. elections (which might involve hiring someone who speaks Russian, regardless of the hiring freeze)
• Donald Trump, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC, 20500, (202) 456-1111
• Rex Tillerson, Secretary of State, U.S. Department of State, 2201 C St. NW, Washington DC 20301-1400, (703) 571-3343
• Senator Bob Corker (R-TN), Chair, Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 423 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510-6225, (202) 224-4651
• Senator Bob Menendez (D-NJ), Ranking Member, Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 423 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510-6225, (202) 224-4651


Human Rights Watch (HRW) reports that women and children held by Customs and Border Protection (CBP) along the U.S.-Mexico border are being left in freezing cells, often with only mylar blankets for warmth. The cells lack bunks and mattresses. The report also states that women and children are often forced to strip down to a single layer of clothing, making the already inhumane conditions even worse. Women have also been subjected to violence and sexual abuse.
IRATELY EXPLAIN that human rights violations are deeply un-American and that we expect better treatment of those in our nation—regardless of immigration status
• Kirstjen M. Nielsen, Secretary of Homeland Security, 245 Murray Lane SW, Washington DC 20528-0075, (202) 282-8494
• Kevin McAleenam, Acting Commissioner, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, CBP Headquarters, 1300 Pannsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC 20229, (877) 277-5511
DEMAND a Congressional investigation into the conditions by
• Senator Ron Johnson (R-WI), Chair, Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, 340 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-5323
• Senator Claire McCaskill (D-MO), Ranking Member, Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, 340 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-6154


The Trump Administration has announced plans to reverse protections for agricultural workers. The protections include minimum age requirements for those mixing and applying pesticides, improved quality of worker training, and anti-retaliation policies for farmworkers requesting pesticide-application information.
CALL for a continued Agricultural Worker Protection Standard and the Certification of Pesticide Applicators Rule
• Sonny Purdue, Secretary of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington DC 20250, (202) 720-2791
• Senator Pat Roberts (R-KS), Chair, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee, 328A Russell Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-2035
• Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), Ranking Member, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee, 328A Russell Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-2035
• Representative K. Michael Conaway (R-TX), Chair, House Agriculture Committee, 1301 Longworth House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2171
• Representative Collin C. Peterson (D-MN), Ranking Member, House Agriculture Committee, 1301 Longworth House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2171
• Representative Glenn Thompson (R-PA), Vice-Chair, House Agriculture Committee, 1301 Longworth House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2171
• Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), Member, House Agriculture Committee, 228 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2861


Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Ben Carson is removing anti-discrimination language from HUD’s mission statement. Instead of using the terms “strong, sustainable, inclusive communities” and “communities free from discrimination,” the mission statement now refers more generally to “strengthening our communities and our nation.”
EXPLAIN that the anti-discrimination language is essential, especially given historical—and current—practices of redlining that deliberately exclude minorities from homeownership in particular communities
• Ben Carson, Secretary, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 451 7th St. SW, Washington DC 20410, (202) 708-1112


Trump’s slate of nominees for the U.S. Sentencing Commission includes some doozies. The bipartisan Commission analyzes sentencing data to discourage sentencing disparities. Nominee William G. Otis, has a history of racist remarks on crime and wants the Sentencing Commission abolished. Nominee Henry “Hang ‘Em High” Hudson has been known for harsh sentences as a judge and for prosecuting a mentally impaired man—who was ultimately exonerated— for rape and murder.
TELL our Senators that the only right vote is a “no” vote for these nominees
• Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 331 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3841
• Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA), 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3553 


In testifying before the House Intelligence Committee, Steve Bannon refused to answer any unscripted questions about the Russia scandal. As a result, Democrats on the Committee have been calling for proceedings to hold Bannon in contempt of Congress. Republicans on the Committee are refusing to take such action and appear determined to close down the hearings as quickly as possible.
ASSERT that our election system is the heart of our Democracy and any possible threat to it should be investigated with full cooperation demanded from witness and CALL for contempt proceedings against Bannon to be moved forward
• Representative Devin Nunes (R-CA), Chair, House Intelligence Committee, Capitol Visitor Center HVC-304, U.S. Capitol Building, Washington DC 20515-6415, (202) 225-4121
• Representative Adam Schiff (D-CA), Ranking Member, House Intelligence Committee, Capitol Visitor Center HVC-304, US Capitol Building, Washington DC 20515-6415, (202) 225-7690


H.R.4391, the Promoting Human Rights by Ending Israeli Military Detention of Palestinian Children Act, would require the Secretary of State to ensure that U.S. aid to Israel does not contribute to the “ill treatment” of Palestinian children on the West Bank. This legislation is currently before the House Foreign Affairs Committee.
CALL for swift movement of this legislation through committee and onto the House floor
• Representative Ed Royce (R-CA), Chair, House Foreign Affairs Committee, 2170 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-4111
• Representative Eliot Engel (D-NY), Ranking Member, House Foreign Affairs Committee, 2170 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2464
ASK our Representative to support H.R.4391 and consider becoming a co-sponsor
• Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), Member, House Agriculture Committee, 228 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2861


As the omnibus spending bill wends its way through Congress, Republicans are working to attach all sort of riders to the bill. These include weakening of campaign finance reform, attacks against women’s and LGBT healthcare, rollbacks of environmental protections.
INSIST that our Congressional representatives insist on a “clean” spending bill, free of destructive riders like these
• Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 331 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3841
• Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA), 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3553
• Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), Member, House Agriculture Committee, 228 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2861


In the last year, opioid overdoses have increased by about 30%, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Despite this, and despite Trump calling the opioid epidemic a “national emergency,” funding for addressing this problem has not been increased.
CALL for increased funding to fight the growing opioid epidemic from
• Donald Trump, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC, 20500, (202) 456-1111
• Alex Azar, Secretary of Health and Human Services, 200 Independence Ave. SW, Washington DC 20201, (877) 696-6775
• Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 331 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3841
• Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA), 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3553
• Representative Jimmy Panetta (D-CA), Member, House Agriculture Committee, 228 Cannon House Office Building, Washington DC 20515, (202) 225-2861


Over his political career, Mick Mulvaney, head of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, has received more than $50 thousand from the payday loan industry. It appears that Mulvaney knows how to show his appreciation. He’s ended Obama-era protections against the industry and has dropped a four-year investigation into a payday loan company that provided him with financial support. Senators Blumenthal, Merkley, and Warren have called on Mulvaney to explain his apparent quid-pro-quos to payday lenders.
ASK our senators to join demands for an investigation into Mulvaney’s conflicts of interest and unethical behavior
• Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 331 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3841
• Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA), 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3553


Jeff Sessions’ Justice Department has filed suit against the state of California, specifically naming Governor Jerry Brown and Attorney General Xavier Becerra. The suit specifically challenges three laws passed last fall. SB 54 prohibits informing Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) about release dates of undocumented prisoners and bars local officials from allowing such prisoners to be moved over to federal custody. AB 450 prohibits employers from cooperating with ICE and requires them to inform employees when federal agents are coming to make inspections. AB 103 requires the state to inspect detention facilities where federal agents are holding immigrants for deportation.
FIRM REMINDERS about the concept of states’ rights to
• Attorney General Jeff Sessions, U.S. Department of Justice, 950 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC 20530-0001, (202) 353-1555
THANKS for their leadership in this area to
• Governor Jerry Brown, c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173, Sacramento, CA 95814, (916) 445-2841
• Attorney General Xavier Becerra, Office of the Attorney General, 1300 I St., Sacramento, CA 95814-2919, (916) 445-9555


Betsy DeVos’s Department of Education has proposed postponing until 2020 the implementation of a regulation intended to address racial and ethnic inequalities in special education. Department of Education statistics demonstrate that children of color are more apt to be assigned to special education classes, more likely to be isolated from non-disabled peers, and more likely to be suspended. The rule being delayed would have required states to use a standard approach to assessing “significant disproportionality” of students of color in special education program. It also establishes more effective ways of measuring “significant disproportionality.” Over 100 civil rights and disability groups have already have already objected to the proposed delay.
REMINDERS that “justice delayed is justice denied” to
• Betsy DeVos, Secretary of Education, 400 Maryland Ave. SW, Washington DC 20202, (800) 872-5327
• Candice Jackson, Acting Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, LBJ Dept. of Ed. Building, 400 Maryland Ave. SW, Washington DC 20202, (800) 421-3481
• Senator Lamar Alexander (R-TN), Chair, Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 428 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 225-4944
• Senator Patty Murray (D-WA), Ranking Member, Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 428 Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 225-4944


The Trump administration has been systematically removing what used to be easily searchable public information from government web sites. One example: the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website has dropped data about puppy breeders. The Tampa Bay Times tied to obtain such records, that would have previously been available within a few minutes using a simple web search. Instead the newspaper received a response to their query after nine months—and the response included fifty-four pages of blacked-out material. The Trump administration claims that providing this data online would make personal and medical information available through an unwarranted invasion of privacy. This issue is particularly relevant in Florida, where the legislature is considering a bill to prevent municipalities from banning the sale of dogs from any breeder licensed by the USDA. This will prevent municipalities from banning the sale of puppies from abusive facilities—and the lack of data will prevent consumers from assessing the conditions under which animals were raised.
DEMAND a return to transparency by
• Sonny Purdue, Secretary of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington DC 20250, (202) 720-2791
• Senator Pat Roberts (R-KS), Chair, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee, 328A Russell Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-2035
• Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), Ranking Member, Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee, 328A Russell Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-2035


One week into his presidency, Trump signed an executive order intended to “drain the swamp” that barred former lobbyists and lawyers from participating in matters they once lobbied for or worked on. White House counsel Don McGahn has, however, issued twenty-four ethics waivers allowing former lobbyists and corporate lawyers to regulate industries for which they formerly worked.
DEMAND that ethic rules be honored consistently by
• Don McGahn, White House Counsel, The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC 20500.
ASK that this situation be monitored carefully by
• David J. Apol, Acting Director, United States Office of Government Ethics, 1201 New York Ave. NW, Suite 500, Washington DC 20005, (202) 482-9300


S.2155, the inappropriately named Economic Growth and Recovery Act, would roll back Dodd-Frank banking regulations set up after the 2008 recession. In an effort to maintain consumer protections, Elizabeth Warren has released seventeen amendments to S.2155. Among other things, these amendments would subject banks that received more than one billion dollars in bailout funds in 2008 to closer federal scrutiny, exclude the provisions of S.2155 from applying to banks in deferred prosecution agreements, and include a more consumer-friendly credit freeze process.
THANKS for this close attention to consumer protection to
• Senator Elizabeth Warren, 317 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-4543
REQUESTS for support of Warren’s S.2155 amendments from
• Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 331 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3841
• Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA), 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3553


What happened to the full discussion and consideration of DACA that was promised to Democrats when Congress passed the extension on government spending, preventing a government shutdown?
ASK the guy who made the promise
• Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Senate Majority Leader, 317 Russell Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202).224- 2541


The House has passed the Political Appointee Burrowing Prevention Act, H.R.1132, and the Senate will now consider similar legislation, which would prevent political appointees from moving to career positions in government for two years.
REQUESTS for support of the Senate version of H.R.1132 to
• Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 331 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3841
• Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA), 112 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington DC 20510, (202) 224-3553


During Trump’s first year in office the New York Police Department received 1,526 requests from Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to detain immigrants. How many did NYPD comply with? None. Zero.
PRAISE for defending immigrants and for focusing on real policing issues to
• James P. O’Neill, Commissioner, New York Police Department, 1 Police Plaza, New York, New York 10038, (646) 610-5000


Finally—something we can thank the Justice Department for! The Justice Department has initiated a process to outlaw bump stocks by classifying weapons with bump stocks as machineguns, which would make civilian ownership of them illegal.
THANKS to
• Attorney General Jeff Sessions, U.S. Department of Justice, 950 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC 20530-0001, (202) 353-1555
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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